EDITORIAL NOTE: We should be happy to act as the reference centre for such an up-to-date mailing list, but inevitably, it requires that those changing their address do advise us of this. Although we have now reduced the period between acceptance and publication for articles within the Journal to approximately four months, even this does not mean that we necessarily receive back all the page proofs within the United Kingdom either as quickly as we might or from the original address with which we were supplied only a few months before. Similarly, departments whose Senior Registrars are on rotation, quite often return mail rather than forwarding it and those who go on overseas Travelling Fellowships, sometimes prove quite difficult to track down. However, we would certainly be willing to try and provide such a list on an updated basis.-Editor.
Securing of suction drains in head and neck surgery
Dear Sir, We read with interest the communication of Messrs Violaris, Change and Bridger (1989) . The technique described is similar to the technique which we and others have used with great success for several years and is markedly superior to the traditional 'Roman gaiter' stitch both in terms of security and patient comfort. We would like to point out that the technique we use differs from the one described in one minor, but we feel very important, respect: The anchoring suture must be placed through the most proximal drain hole so as to avoid the protrusion of the proximal drain holes through the stab incision with consequent loss of vacuum (Fig. 1) .
The other small difference between our technique and that of Violaris et al. is that, to assist our nursing staff when removing the drain, we trim about 5 mm off the tip of the drain at the time of surgery and tie the anchoring suture through this so as to make identification of this suture much easier at the time of drain removal. We feel that these minor modifications represent a significant improvement of the published technique and would be grateful if you would bring them to the attention of your readers. Yours sincerely, S. A. Hickey, F.R.C.S.,* J. G. Buckley, F.R.C.S., 
